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THE ALPINE CLUB ARCHIVES AND 
THEIR USES 

(A paper read to the Alpine Club on June 7, 1966) 

BY T. S. BLAKENEY 

HE title of this address may well suggest to members the comment 
made on the Mouse's lecture in Alice in Wonderland the driest 
thing he knew. If so, the blame rests firmly on the Honorary 

Secretary who ordered the lecture and who, perhaps, has been reading 
Lewis Carroll to the younger members of his family. But however that 
may be, I have to try and fulfil my task and it is at least certain that the 
Alpine Club has archives, so it may be as well to know something of 
them. 

In dealing with the matter , I must try and indicate what the archives 
are, and also what, if anything, is their use. In the latter connection 
I propose to make one or two suggestions as regards future treatment 
of them. 

Any institution such as ours has certain basic records, such as Minute 
Books. These for the Club run from the original Committee Meeting 
on December 22, 1857, to the present day. At first, Minutes of Commit
tees and of General Meetings were kept in the same book, but eventually 
they were split up. Committee Minutes often treat of more or less 
confidential matters, and the books are not normally available for study, 
whereas the minutes of General Meetings, since they are in any case 

• 

read out aloud, are fairly public property. There does not seem to be 
any definite rule laid down about whether and when Committee Minutes 
can be consulted by members ; in practice, I recall that when I was 
Assistant Secretary, occasional individuals did obtain permission to 
consult past minutes of Committees for particular purposes. Usually, 
they had asked the Hon. Secretary for his consent beforehand, but, 
obviously, the practice has to be flexible, and it is hardly conceivable 
that, say, a past-President, wanting to refer to some former minutes, 
would be refused if he came straight to the Club for the purpose without 
having notified the Hon. Secretary. 

It might be well if some definite rule was adopted about consultation 
of past Committee Minutes. I suggest something like the Government's 
40- or so-year rule with Public Records maybe a shorter period. 
Anything earlier than that date might be available to any member of the 
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Club; but for a lesser period, the Hon. Secretary's concurrence should 
have been obtained, and there should be a specific purpose involved. 
Having said all this, I must immediately confess to having not observed 
it, for, three years ago, when compiling a list for the Alpine Journal 
of people who had been 'ploughed' when applying for membership of 
the Club, down to 1918,1 I consulted (amongst other things) both sets 
of Minute Books to that year, and asked no-one's permission at all. 
Belatedly, I ask it now. 

It is surely needless to go into details about the Minute Books and their 
contents; they cover the ordinary business of the Club in a fashion with 
which we must all be generally acquainted. But by themselves they 
do not deal with everything, and the printed Club Circulars, which have 
been preserved in a series of massive volumes, also need to be consulted. 
Not only do they tell one of the many matters not entered in either 
Minute Book arrangements for lectures, dinners, and numerous 
other matters but the circulars may supplement information also to be 
found in the l\1inutes or vice versa. To take a single instance; in 
December, 1895, the Committee passed the application for membership 
of Aleister Crowley, proposed by J. N. Collie and seconded by Martin 
Conway. Crowley was a weird individual, with a well-developed taste 
for black magic. Between the date of his passing the Committee and of 
his coming up for ballot at the General Meeting on February 6, 1896, 
some steps must have been taken about him; his name was included in 
the usual printed circular, and the latter therefore agrees with the 
Committee Minutes. But if you turn to the Minutes of the General 
Meeting on February 6, although the printed names of candidates have 
been cut out of the circular and pasted into the Minute Book, there is no 
mention of Crowley. What has happened is that the Hon. Secretary 
of the day has neatly cut away the Crowley entry from the list to be pasted 
into the book; presumably Collie and Con way had agreed to this, but 
Crowley almost certainly would not have done, and he bitterly resented 
his exclusion from the A. C. ever afterwards. One wonders if any 
member of the Club raised a query, when finding that there was one 
ballot box short ? 

I would claim, therefore, that our volumes of circulars are an integral 
part of the official records of the Club, and I hope they will always be 
fully and faithfully maintained. The old rule was that a copy of any 
printed matter issued by the Club (other than the membership list 
or A.J.) should be pasted into the Circulars volume; thus, all Annual 
Dinner cards and menus should be there, and Christmas cards. 

A special volume, handsomely bound, exists to commemorate the 
Club's Centenary; letters, telegrams, etc. addressed to us; photographs 
of various events the Dinner, the Reception at Lincoln's Inn Hall, all 

1 A.J. 68. 269 . 
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are there.2 Son1eone v;ith a good memory for those times might one day 
(and soon) attempt the task of \Vriting out the names of the people who 
appear in the Centenary Dinner photographs fifty years hence there 
may be somebody \Vanting to kno\v \vho this or that remarkable indi
vidual is. Today, '~rhen our memories are strong, one member \Vho 
figures in the photographs is easily kno\vn, but he might prove a problem 
a generation hence Marriott, with a black patch over one eye and a 
distinctly piratical aspect. 

One other important source of information for any historian of the 
Club is the long line of Applications for membership, in a series of big 
volumes. Prior to the r88os, it was thought sufficient to keep applicants' 
names in a notebook, with a list of climbs they had made and the names 
of their sponsors. In addition, W. E. Davidson, Hon. ecretary from I 88 I 
to r885, kept records of applications written up into two heavy volumes, 
covering the years 188o- xgo7. There is occasional supplementary 
material in them. Printed forms \Vere introduced only in 1889, and 
substantially '''ere very similar to those in use today. A certain amount of 
correspondence may be found bound up \Vith a particular form, if any 
dispute had arisen, or if a sponsor vvanted to impress a particular point 
on the Committee. 

Turning to a different class of record altogether, there is the Club cor
respondence. Generally speaking, the correspondence files of the Club 
are fe\v; if one excepts special little collections of a particular man's 
letters (about 'vhich I vvill speak in a moment), the normal routine 
correspondence of the Club hardly exists before the rgzos. Iuch of it 
is ,,·ell lost; \Ve should, most of us, I think, agree that, '''ithout a proper 
archivist it \vould be impracticable to keep all in and out letters. Nor 
\vould it be, in many cases, \VOrth doing. In my time as Assistant 
Secretary, for example, I kept correspondence about payment or non
payment of subscriptions ; winter dinner matters, and so on, in box 
files until the year concerned \Yas over and done \vith, and accounts 
audited. At most, one might preserve such transitory correspondence 
for a period, but eventually it had to be destroyed. To do anything 
else \vould soon result in piles of \vorthless letters, none of \vhich would 
ever be ,~ranted again. Notifications of changes of address clearly are 
not likely to be needed after quite a short lapse of time; a periodical 
thinning out of our files has to be made; I certainly did this in my time 
as Assistant ecretary and I dare say more has been destroyed since. 
On the other hand, correspondence about expeditions, or particular 
mountain climbs, or about particular mountaineers, may be genuinely 
of interest for the future \vriter of climbing history. 

I fancy the absence of Club correspondence before the I gzos must 
2 A slighter volume also vvas made in 1957, to contain such relics as \Ve had of 

the Club's Jubilee in 1907. 
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largely be due to the much smaller volume of paper \Vork in those days. 
I think it will be the experience of most of us that paper work tends to 
increase, and has been doing so for years. Moreover, the Alpine Club, 
like other institutions, has not been immune from the operation of 
Parkinson's Lavv. \Vhatever the formal definition of this la\\' may be
if there is one the certain factor is that the number of people in any 
office tends to increase and there is, I fancy, a corollary to this, that the 
number engaged on any one task is inversely proportional to the results 
produced. Unfortunately, all these people have their files of papers. 
Whereas it was possible, even so late as the 1930s, for one man (Col. 
Strutt) to combine the duties of both President and Editor of the A.J., 
vve do much better than that today. 

Another cause for Club correspondence being incomplete may be 
due to Hon. Secretaries retaining their own files (or, perhaps, destroying 
much of the correspondence that has passed through their hands). 
In the r 92os to I 93 os, \¥hen Sydney Spencer \vas Hon. Secretary, he 
vvorked largely at the Club, and his correspondence could be filed away 
by the Assistant Secretary. But \Vhen Lord Tangley took over the Hon. 
Secretaryship in 1935 he had perforce to operate a good deal from his 
own office. Lawyers proverbially accumulate papers and when, in 1940, 
he had to resign, he gave us of his plenty. So, too, did Donkin, who held 
the fort for the next seven years; he, too, worked largely from his office, 
but when he handed over his task he unloaded a good collection of files. 
Neither his nor Lord Tangley's files have been broken up and, as it were, 
absorbed into the rest of the Club's papers; they remain intact. 

In later times, I fancy some devolution of work has taken place but 
I cannot speak exactly of what has occurred since 1958. In any case, 
as already said, Hon. Secretaries presumably keep their o~'n private files 
to some extent, and, I suppose, may pass them on to their successors. 
(The consciences of Goodfello\v and Emlyn J ones vvill tell them if they 
have done this, or whether bulky folders vvill one day emerge from attics 
or cellars.) A further complication may exist now that, thanks to Par
kinson, the Hon. Secretary has been bisected; but I think I have said 
enough to indicate how much, potentially, could be amassed if no 
periodical weeding out took place. 

Letters (probably to be found on an Hon. ecretary's files) dealing with 
those rovvs and quarrels to which mountaineers are so prone, may of 
course prove interesting to later corners, and one hopes they are pre
served. They are usually associated vYith a particular mountaineer, 
such as a Coolidge in the past (I vvill not suggest any more recent names). 
Or the letters of an individual \vhen on an expedition may, apart from 
strict climbing data, have an interest that one \vould be loth to lose. 
In I 948, when I took over from Oughton, the Club safe was stacked \vith 
bundles of letters, tied up in envelopes, and it vvas difficult to use the safe 
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for more appropriate purposes. There were letters from Coolidge, 
Whymper, Farrar, Girdlestone, Freshfield and others; to keep them 
shut away was useless, and there is no worse method of preserving letters 
than to keep them folded up in envelopes, as they tend to give at the 
creases. I determined to get these letters sorted and bound. I obtained 
from our old friend, the late C. \'V. Nettleton, a gift of £roo, to be used 
for binding, and over the next year or two we made up a number of 
volumes of papers that are reasonably well bound and which enable one 
to read the correspondence quite simply. All these letters had first to be 
sorted out into date order, for they were much mixed; I had a girl in for 
a few days from an agency, to help sort. I remember that after she had 
been going for a little while she remarked, 'I don't know who this man 
vvas, but I can tell you one thing about him; he was very bad tempered'. 
I looked at her work and saw she had got a good bunch of Coolidge's 
letters. She explained that any experienced secretary could tell some
thing of a writer's character from his writing, and although Coolidge's 
correspondence was mostly typed, she still had no difficulty. And she 
was right, for Coolidge (who seemed to write in compliance with an 
urge similar to that which possessed the prophet J onah 'Doest thou 
well to be angry?'. 'I do well.'), tended when typing to explode all over 
the paper as though even the machine itself was in a bad mood. There used 
to be a famous Fellow of King's College, Cambridge, Lowes Dickinson, 
of \vhom it was said that his typing was so erratic that he was credited 
with being able to make his machine type upside down. I will not say 
that Coolidge could do quite that, for I might be proved wrong; but one 
senses him as typing in a sort of fury, so that capitals are thrown up into 
the air, or numerals buried in the earth; letters are omitted, or superfluous 
ones added; small balloons adorn the page, to 'bring in' words after
\vards added and for which only the margin was available. The character 
of the old man is very apparent to the eye. 

I referred just now to the rows and quarrels in -vvhich mountaineers 
are liable to engage, and a particular example of this, and one in \Vhich the 
Club's archives are deficient, is the turmoil in 1934- 1935 over the 
nomination of Hugh Ruttledge to be leader again of an Everest expe
dition, and the violent opposition to him that centred round 'Ferdie' 
Crawford. I think that this matter is of some importance in the history 
of the attempts on Everest. Longland, in his obituary notice of Ruttledge 
in the A. J. in r 962, referred briefly to the matter and to the attendant 
clash of interests between the Alpine Club and Royal Geographical 
Society. We have only a fevv documents, tucked away in an envelope 
in one of the Minute Books of the Club; nor are the records at the Mount 
Everest Foundation any better. Yet there were meetings, and much 
correspondence, on the vexed topic, and a good deal, no doubt, was 
handled on a semi-official basis, and possibly has not survived. At this 
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distance in time, the acerbities should have disappeared, and I cannot 
help thinking that, if any files of papers on the matter still exist, they 
would be a valuable addition to the Club's records. 

Not all our bound volumes of letters relate to a single individual; 
some are 'miscellaneous'. And in any case I succeeded in adding to 
those I had found in the safe. Thus, t\VO letters that have been 
on exhibition more than once are Charles Hudson's last letter, to 
McCormick, in r865 suggesting that the latter might come on and 
join them on the Matterhorn; and Whymper's letter to the same, 
reporting the accident, and asking McCormick to come and help 
him in Zermatt. These were presented to us in 1954 by Frank Stnythe's 
widow. 

Apart from these miscellaneous collections, we have particular 
collections that have been given us; thus, correspondence of the First 
War period from Farrar to Montagnier, presented by the latter along 
\Vith seven volumes of letters from Freshfield, Diibi, the Saussure 
family and others. In quite recent times, we have been given the climbing 
correspondence of Winthrop Young, mounted in two or three bulky 
scrap-books. These need re-arranging, for though Young tried to keep 
them in order, a large number were never mounted; moreover, the 
papers really are of two sorts: normal correspondence between Young 
and other climbers, and what one can best call 'fan-mail' letters from 
all sorts of admirers of Young's books, but mainly of interest as showing 
the influence of his writings. Since, I think, \Ve ought to get the unbound 
letters inserted into their proper places, I fancy \Ve would do best to 
break down the volumes and have a fresh re-arrangement and re-binding. 
Whether the fan-mail need be bound might be questioned; it \vould save 
cost if such letters vvere simply bundled in date order, and put in box
files. 

General Norton, in response to a remark of mine, told me he had a 
lot of Alfred Wills' letters which he \vas thinking of burning; but I 
got them off him and although much was of no interest to the Club, 
and was destroyed, I abstracted enough to make a small volume of 
letters, which included a hitherto unknown letter of vVills to his mother 
in I 8 54, describing his famous ascent of the W etterhorn. 

Another recent addition has been some correspondence of Professor 
Tyndall. When Tyndall died in I 893 (his \vife by mistake killed him 
by giving him a heavy dose of a drug in mistake for cough mixture), 
his papers and all connected with him \vere carefully preserved by his 
widow, who proposed to \¥rite a biography of him herself. She outlived 
him by close on fifty years, but never got down to the \Vriting, and 
eventually it was arranged for others to do it. The late Lord Schuster 
was invited to write on Tyndall as a mountaineer, and all the papers 
that were judged 'Alpine' were handed over to him, to dispose of ulti-
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mately as he thought fit, with particular regard to the A.C. Advancing 
age on Lord Schuster's part deferred matters and in the end, not long 
before he died, he gave me the lot to take away and deal with. I am sorry 
to say that it was only last year that I really got down to the task, though 
I had made earlier a rough, preliminary sorting. 

I have abstracted all that can possibly concern the A. C., for one soon 
found that most of the so-called 'alpine' papers were simply letters 
written by Mrs. Tyndall to her mother or sister, year after year, while 
living at Bel Alp in the summer. These are of the usual small-gossipy 
sort that one might expect; the A. C. certainly has not the space to clutter 
itself up with that type of record. On the other hand, the correspondence 
retained for the Club has some genuine alpine interest; there are letters 
between Tyndall and other climbers, such as Wills or Sir Frederick 
Pollock, in the r8sos and r86os; there is a small group of letters from his 
guide, J. J. Bennen, which must be rather rare, since in the I 86os most 
guides were by no means very literate. One letter to Tyndall has already 
been made use of in the A.J.; the sister of Leighton Jordan wrote to 
Tyndall saying that her brother in I 867, during his attempt on the 
Matterhorn, thought he could see Lord Francis Douglas's body hanging 
over a rock on the north face of the mountain. 

The great bulk of Tyndall's papers are scientific, and are with the 
Royal Institution, except for his correspondence with Huxley, which is 
at the Imperial Institute, and his letters with Darwin, given to Downe 
House. I have handed over Mrs. Tyndall's letters to the Royal Institu
tion, to look over and decide whether to destroy or not. I understand 
they intend to preserve them. 

I have said enough about correspondence and must now turn to two 
other types of record of which we have good collections. The first is the 
collection of climbing diaries of members of the Club over roo volumes 
of one size or another. These may be no more than small pocket diaries, 
recording day-to-day activities in a very brief style; or quite substantial 
volumes such as those of Sir Edward Davidson, covering a span of some 
fifty years from the r87os to 192os. These are meticulously written up 
and full of interest; owing to the candi1 entries sometimes made by 
Davidson about other people, the diaries have been kept rather private 
so far. A. W. Moore's diaries are also in our possession; I obtained a 
number of Auldjo's papers, dealing with his Mont Blanc ascent in 1827, 
and with other matters; these have been bound. There is the corres
pondence of Sir Charles Fellows over his ascent of Mont Blanc, also 
in r8z7; there are three box files ofWhymper's papers, on his Greenland 
trips (rather disappointing papers, these); climbing diaries of people 
like H. 0 . Jones and W. N. Ling; and about ten years or so ago I ob
tained typed copies of Sir George Morse's diaries, and, after the death of 
R. ~r. Lloyd, I got his given to us. I have gone through these numerous 
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volumes somewhat roughly; many of them are kept only in pencil 
and are not easy to read. I feel that we should do more about them, to en
sure their better preservation and use. Whether very much new material 
will be found in them is uncertain; over the years a good deal of the 
strict climbing matter in such diaries has probably got into print, though 
there are bound to be many personal details unrecorded. The first 
thing, I think, would be to list the entire lot, showing names, the dates 
covered, the type of volume each is; possibly some indication of 
regions dealt with. Thus, a clearer view might be obtained of 
what we possess. A rough list has in fact been typed by me, but it needs 
amplification. 

Individual accounts of particular climbs, apart from diaries, also are 
in our records (I have already mentioned Auldjo and Fellows). Thus, 
Leslie Stephen's manuscript of his essay on Sunset on Mont Blanc is an 
example this I had bound with the invaluable N ettleton money, ' ;vhich 
proved a veritable widow's cruse. A later find, and not yet bound
but surely it ought to be? is Young Peter Taugwalder's narrative of the 
first ascent of the Matterhorn the only first-hand account, other than 
Whymper's, that exists. However, it has been printed in the A.J., 
so it is safely preserved. We have also seen printed what is perhaps the 
most valuable single item in our collections, Paccard's notebook on the 
early exploration and first ascent of Mont Blanc. There is also the 
account of Colonel Beaufoy's first British ascent of Mont Blanc, a year 
after Paccard and Balmat. Somewhere, also, is the original chart of 
colours taken by Dr. Paccard on the first ascent of Mont Blanc, for the 
purpose of comparing the colour of the sky at different altitudes no 
doubt some deep scientific importance attaches to this activity. I made 
a small collection once of Certificates of Ascents of Mont Blanc, Monte 
Rosa, and of the crossing of the Col du Geant, that used to be issued to 
travellers in the I 8 sos and I 86os, but have not been able lately to lay 
my hands on them. Another oddity in our collections, not really 'archi
val' at all, was an example of 'The Game of Mont Blanc', which originated 
from Albert Smith's popularising the climbing of the mountain in the 
I 8 5os. The game was a form of' Snakes and Ladders '; you started from 
England and the first person who, by throwing numbers, reached the 
summit of Mont Blanc, took the pool. But there were dangers ; if a throw 
landed you in the Channel, you went back to England, and started 
afresh; if you reached France on your journey, and then landed in The 
Morgue in Paris, you paid a fine into the pool, and went back so many 
places. I am afraid our example of this game (of which not many are 
known to have survived) has suffered from neglect, and indeed I do not 
know where it is now. 

I have only referred to a small number of the personal records and 
diaries that we possess, and if I have particularly mentioned some that 
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date back to long ago, it is not because we do not have more recent 
examples. A very recent instance of this is Maurice Wilson's diary of his 
lone attempt on Everest in 1934, presented to us by Mr. Frank last year. 

The other collection I want to speak about is the run of guides' 
books we have accumulated. Many of these were bought by the Club 
some 40-50 years ago, to save them from possible destruction; others 
were presented by a guide's family after his death, if he had had some 
particular connection with A. C. members. The Club has over fifty of 
these books, and as readers of back volumes of the A.J. can see, quite a 
number have been subjects for study in the Journal. In addition to these 
originals, I managed (again out of the Nettleton money) to obtain a 
microfilm of all Fiihrerbiicher in the Central Library of the S.A.C. at 
Zurich. I had the films blown up to reading size and bound in volumes. 

I want to end this talk by making a particular plea about guides' 
books. We have this collection, probably the largest in any one place, 
and I suggest that we might try and get it more complete by offering 
to have our own books microfilmed and then to exchange a copy of the 
film with other institutions that also have Fiihrerbiicher and will give us a 
film of them. Apart from Zurich, already mentioned, there are books
the Almer family, I think at Bern; others in Turin and Courmayeur; 
others (a remarkable collection of very early books) in the possession 
of Monsieur Paul Payot at Chamonix. Those of us in Zermatt last sum
mer will recall that many others were on show in cases in the street. 

The sort of thing I have in mind I do not pretend to have worked 
out a detailed scheme is this; could we not initiate some form of 
international co-operation whereby the countries concerned, Swit
zerland, France, Italy and ourselves, could microfilm their own col
lections, and then interchange copies with one another, so that in each 
country there would be a set of these old books, which have been called 
the Biblia Sacra of mountaineering, available for study? No doubt 
some date-limit would need to be fixed, and I do not think we need worry 
about modern guides' books, since important climbs in the latter will 
probably have been recorded in several journals, or in books. A few 
latish books I would like to see included; Knubel's later volume (we 
have the earlier one); the family of Christian J ossi the younger have his 
book, and I tried to get it for the Club after his death, since we have his 
father's book; and J oseph Georges le Skieur preserved his book to the 
end, and I suppose his family have it. These might all be microfilmed, 
perhaps. 

The cost of microfilming is obviously a considerable factor; it is 
difficult to estimate the outlay, but if one put it at £4 per book, then the 
Club would have to spend some £zoo. To make a 'positive' copy ofa 
film, once the negative exists, is much less expensive. If anyone wanted 
to have a copy of the film, and had nothing to offer us in return, then 
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he would have to pay; but if each country was responsible for filming 
its own books, it should be a simple matter to make exchanges between 
them. The A. C. would have more to offer than other countries, having 
more books, unless of course the S.A.e. could have a drive among their 
guides. 

How to raise the money needed is certainly a problem; some initial 
outlay seems inevitable. And of course, once we have received the 
microfilms from abroad, we would need to blow them up to reading size, 
and bind them, on the lines of those already obtained from Zurich. 
We need another N ettleton. 

If the matter could be arranged on an international basis (would it 
be possible to organise a central fund to pay for microfilming, under some 
such body as the U.I.A.A. ?), then possibly the Alpine Club would not 
find itself too expensively involved. Whether the Mount Everest 
Foundation could help in any way over finance, I cannot say. If the 
matter were merely one of sparing the A.C.'s pocket, then the M.E.F. 
could scarcely come into the picture; but if it could be presented as a 
co-operative effort, with other bodies such as the Swiss 'Stiftung' 
joining in, then the case for a contribution from the M.E.F. might be 
made more plausible. . 

When I spoke last summer of this idea to Dr. Thorington, he said at 
once that he thought America would help financially, provided the 
A. A. C. also acquired a set of microfilms. The first thing, I think, would 
be to try and get some census made of what old books exist in the various 
countries; if we can then get those countries to agree in principle to 
microfilming, much of the battle should have been won. We have 
French, Swiss and Italian members; we surely ought to have little 
difficulty in making the necessary contacts. 

The Club Committee would need to decide if the project was thought 
worth while, and if so, how the expense could be met. If they do give 
their approval, then I think that the Alpine Club, as custodians of the 
largest collection of Fuhrerbucher, should take the initiative over micro
filming. 

I will not labour the matter more, and will only add that I think we 
should accept the responsibilities of having a considerable collection of 
archives, of varying types, and that the making available our material, if 
it has historical interest, is a duty of the Club, and one in which \Ve, as 
the senior of mountaineering clubs, ought to give a lead. 

Finally, and in conclusion, I must draw attention to a factor that it 
seems to me necessary to stress. And that is, that the care being taken 
of our records leaves much to be desired. There is space enough, if it 
is used properly, and I would urge upon the Committee, as a primary and 
immediate task, to see that a room for Club archives and for nothing 
else is set aside. Archives ought to be sacrosanct; printed books can, 
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usually, be replaced if lost, if need be by photographic process. Manu
scripts, or printed records such as Club circulars, cannot, if lost, be 
replaced. Yet it is on these that the Club's history, such as it is, funda
mentally rests. In some ways, no doubt, the Club has little corporate 
history; its history is so often wrapped up in the individual history 
of its members. Yet there is more to it than just that and the purpose 
of this address has been to indicate, however inadequately, that there 
is sufficiently more to be worthy of the Club's constant care and atten-

• tton. 
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